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Phil Whitting, Regional Maintenance 
Engineer, congratulates Area 

_ Supervisor Joseph Galayda on his 40 
years of service. 


North Region 
employees earn 


service awards 


Regional Operations North held 
service awards at the Mt. Arlington 
Headquarters on March 11. Mainte- 
nance and Equipment employees 
receiving top awards were Richard E. 
Little and Joseph Galayda for 40 years 
and Charles J. Laboone for 25 years. 

Employees receiving 20-year 
awards were Leonard Ahern of the 
Executive Director’s Office, Roger 
Reidinger of Buildings and Grounds 
and the following Maintenance and 
Equipment employees: Josiah I. Austin, 
Roy G. Boggan, Damon T. Brown, 
Steven Clyburn, James A. Cornick, 
Antonio M. Delatorre, Michael DeVita, 
Thomas A. Dunay, John N. Glover, 
Thomas J. Grier, Dale L. Hengstand, 
Raymond C. Marshall, Bennie J. 
Reitan, Joven S. Roque, Richard A. 
Straway, Robert J. Tracy, and Hilliard 
Wright. 

Fifteen-year awards were presented 
to Electrical Operations’ Joseph T. 
Venezia and Maintenance and Equip- 
ment employees Roberto S. Alonso, 

Joseph Bigg, Jimmie R. Cheatom, 
Pyong Chun, William M. DeMarco, 
Richard Gunderman, John N. Keggan, 
Thomas Koch, Charles E. Jones, Paul 

Marino, Kevin G. Miller, Andrea 
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New Jersey employers 


can make some 


Representatives from a group of New 
Jersey businesses listened intently as 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. explained 
how they can increase employee productiv- 
ity, reduce absenteeism, recruit more 
employees, retain employees longer and 
create better worker morale by participating 
in NJDOT’s new Smart Moves For 
Business (SMFB) program. 

SMEB is a voluntary partnership 
between NJDOT and New Jersey employ- 
ers that replaced the mandatory Employer 
Trip Reduction Program. SMFB gives 
commuters a stress break, roads a rush-hour 
congestion break and businesses a tax 
break. 

Director for State Relations at Johnson 
& Johnson Richard Lloyd welcomed guests 
to the kickoff event where Commissioner 
Haley acknowledged the businesses who 
have agreed to volunteer SMFB. Lloyd 
also invited other businesses to sign up. 
Haley acknowledged the SMFB ad cam- 
paign participants during the program. 

Gerard DeBeuckelaer, Senior Vice 
President of BASF and a keynote speaker 
at the event, said his company has reduced 
employee work trips by over 7,000 a month 
since instituting the Smart Moves program. 
Thanks to its trip reduction measures, it has 
attracted and kept more employees who 
live in Pennsylvania and Manhattan. 
Warner Lambert, Nexus Plastics, Merck & 
Co., Inc. and Atlantic Freight Systems are 
just a few of the companies who have 


Smart Moves 


Commissioner John J. Haley Ir speaks to 
New Jersey business leaders about the new 
Smart Moves program at Johnson & 


Johnson in New Brunswick. 


signed up for the program. 

Judith Schleicher, President of 
MCRIDES Transportation Management 
Association (TMA), detailed some of the 
services that TMAs can provide to busi- 
nesses to get their program off the ground. 

Commissioner Haley led a brief 
question and answer session, explained the 
improvements to the state’s public transpor- 
tation system and opportunities to apply for 
creative commuter assistance project grants. 

An SMEFB Challenge Grant Program 
is available to participants and covers 

continued on page 2 


Variable signs get new energy source 


Every day you hear about how 
pollution affects the ozone layer, humans, 
animals, water and the air we breathe. But 
every day you also hear about the need for 
more ways to help move traffic safely. 

So, when staff from NJDOT’s offices 
of Transportation Technology and Traffic 
Operations partnered to develop a nonpol- 
luting fuel cell application that we could 
use in our variable message signs (VMS) 
and a New Jersey based firm, H-Power of 
Belleville became the supplier, several 
problems were solved. 

Variable message signs are a great 
help to motorists because they relay real 
time messages of road conditions, weather, 
accidents and other conditions. 


“The fuel cell is the same source used to 
supply power to all NASA space missions 
since the Apollo program,” said Commis- 
sioner John J. Haley Jr. “The byproducts of 
fuel cells are heat and water, making it the 
cleanest and most efficient energy producing 
technology known to mankind.” 

The current VMS signs are solar 
powered. This prevents NJDOT crews from 
placing them in certain locations and leads 
to outages when there’s no sunlight. The 
new technology corrects this problem. 

“This revolutionary product places New 
Jersey well ahead of the rest of the country 
in acquiring cutting-edge, renewable, 
pollution-free power,” said H-Power Chief 
Executive Officer H. Frank Gibbard. 
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NJDOT and state Garden Club partner on beautification project 


The result of partnerships nationwide, 
Blue Star Memorial Highways are 
highway beautification projects under- 
taken by garden clubs and departments of 
transportation dedicated to members of 
the Armed Services. 

Locally, The Garden Club of New 
Jersey and NJDOT partner through the 
Blue Star Memorial Council to maintain 
and improve the image of our Garden 
State. The seven-member Blue Star 
Advisory Council in New Jersey is made 
up of four garden club members and three 
state representatives from the Departments 


of Environmental Protection, Health and 
Transportation. 

“Route 22, Interstates 78, 80, 287 and 
295 are currently dedicated as memorial 
highways. The program has been extended 
to include smaller roads and garden 
settings called Blue Star Memorial 
Byways, veterans cemeteries and memori- 
als,” said Secretary to the Blue Star 
Council and NJDOT Project Engineer in 
Landscape and Urban Design, Division of 
Design Services Richard J. Bush. 

Originally launched in June 1944 by 
New Jersey Garden Club Chairman Mrs. 


Vance Hood and NJ State Highway 
Commissioner Spencer Miller Jr. as a plan 
to protect the beauty of the countryside for 
the return of the New Jersey men and 
women who were at war, it called for a 
five-mile planting of flowering dogwood 
trees along Route 22 in North Plainfield. 
The State Legislature commemorated the 
Blue Star Drive’by joint resolution in 
January 1945 and stated that undeveloped 
land bordering the drive would be ac- 
quired for plantings. 


Employees work on West Trenton Garden Club projects 


Flowers have personalities just like 
people. If you want to say you care for 
someone very much, give a red rose. For 
anticipation, use yellow forsythia. Give 
heather for luck and an iris for friendship. 

NJDOT employees Pat Bowker, Jo 
Ann Clarke, Janis Stia and Art Eisdorfer’s 
wife Julie have the perfect horticultural 
outlet. As members of the West Trenton 
Garden Club, they participate in the 
landscape design and redesign of local 
areas, such as the mini-park on Bear 
Tavern and West Upper Ferry Roads and 
the main gate area of the Marie 
Katzenbach School for the Deaf. 


This year 
the West 
Trenton 
Garden Club is 
celebrating its 
45th anniver- 
sary and 
presenting its 
annual flower 
show “Mile- 
stones” at the Ewing Library on Scotch 
Road on April 24 from 2-5 p.m. and on 
April 25 from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. There’s no 
admission, so anyone can stop in and 
enjoy the beautiful flower arrangements 
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planning and development, education, 
promotion and marketing, administration 
and management, operation assistance, 
monitoring, evaluation and capital cost of 
the employee commuter assistance 
program. Attendees also received 
information on how to apply for the 
expanded tax credit. 

At the conclusion of the kickoff, 


Mark your calendars 


The Women’s Transportation Seminar 
of Greater New York (WTS) will present 
their professional program on May 12 with 
featured guest speaker Pippa Woods, 
NJDOT Assistant Commissioner of 
External and Governmental Affairs. 
Woods’ program “Entering the 21st 
Century with Customer Driven Transporta- 


Researchers, look no 


You can take your research needs 
including online searches of databases and 
catalogs to the newly reopened library on 
the fifth floor of the Engineering and 
Operations building. Still unpacking, 
Librarian Carol Paszamant is anxious to 


Commissioner Haley presented 17 
certificates of appreciation to companies 
who have signed up for the program and 
presented 12 ad campaign participants 
with a framed copy of their ad. 

NJDOT’s Noreen Cardinali and Mary 
Stone of the Bureau of Statewide Plan- 
ning, Office of Mobility Measures, 
manage the innovative program on a day- 


tion Plans” follows a dinner at 6:30 p.m. at 
Newark’s Hilton Gateway Hotel. The 
WTS gives professional support to its 300 
members through an extensive program of 
meetings, conferences, newsletters and 
chapter development. Those interested in 
attending should contact Tricia Nurse at 
(212) 524-7200 before May 8. 


more 


help you with your requests for materials 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. 

Stop in or contact Paszamant by 
phone at (609) 530-5289, by fax at (609) 
530-2052 or by e-mail at 
cpaszamant @cpm.dot.state.nj.us. 


and horticultural specimens. 

Other Garden Club community 
projects throughout the year include an 
annual geranium sale, a garden therapy 
program at a local nursing home, a 
monthly flower display at the Ewing 
Library, a Bald Eagle Stamp Program that 
benefits bird conservation and rescue 
efforts and a scholarship program for an 
outstanding biology student. 

If you’ re interested in joining the 
club, you can attend their meeting the first 
Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at 
Our Lady of Good Counsel Church, 137 
West Upper Ferry Rd., West Trenton. 


to-day basis for New Jersey’s employers 
and commuters. Krista Rupertus of the 
Communications Office manages the ad 
campaign for the program. 
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The Asian Dancers of the Chee of New ee Vey an ee Nee tc ron 
their homeland to introduce Women’s History Month at NJDOT in March. International 
panelists who spoke about life as women in their cultures are: Nigeria: Bridgett 
Chukwumba, Director of Education at Edna Mahan Correctional Facility for Women in 
Clinton; Russia, Jewish heritage: Lorraine Blumfield, Technical Assistant, Division of 
Accounting and Auditing; El Salvador: Ana Diaz, Principal Engineer, Division of 
Procurement; Holland: Doutsen Hetema, Civil Engineer of Massand Engineering, Inc.; 
India: Sue Rau, MIS Technician, Division of Accounting and Auditing; and China: 
Angela Huang, Accountant, Division of Accounting and Auditing. 


at Ah olds anni ual Florit iC da i SE EGE SE 
Assembled at A Rockledge a Club in Rockledge, FL on F DS x 17 a, their 
fourth annual reunion, DOTRA (DOT Retirees Association) members posed as 
photographers Dot Andres and Adolph Stepowany snapped their picture. Posing for the 
camera are Shirley Birkhead (wife of the late Bill Birkhead), Nick and Lube Nicu, Chet 
Andres, Kathy and Frank Wegel, Rick Fugaro, George Wieger, Joan Fugaro, Peg 
Wieger, Tom Busketa, George Gramlich, Frank Scarpati, Irene Gramlich, Ted Hamler, 
Charles and Loretta Zweigle, Dave Benoist, Doris and Stan Friedman, Al Alaimo, 
Marie Stepowany, Ruth and Ernest Zasoski, Trude and Jim Hart, Bob and Mary Leahey. 
DOTRA members who couldn't attend were Marie and Sante Falvo, Dot and Joe 
Saproni, Maury Guadagno and Dave Quaid. 


Assistant Commissioner Al Ari of 
Operations, along with Executive Directors 
Frank Battaglia, Chester Lyszczek and 
James M. Pittman, praised NJDOT’s 
roadway, electrical and building mainte- 
nance crew members that had no reportable 
workplace injuries or illnesses in calendar 
year 1997. 

Of 117 crews in the state, 37% stayed 
injury free. “By reinforcing a safety 
program that encourages employees to use 
the proper work techniques and stay alert to 
potential work hazards, we’ ve reduced and 
almost eliminated work injuries,” said Ari. 

In the North region, Lyszczek gave a 
pat on the back to 70% of the 41 crew 
members who were injury free: Crews 210, 
DAN Joe 4 21S a 2 228. 
246226, 227, 228,229. 2300 2315 245; 
DAG: 25087 50F 2508 oda) Ded Oe Dial 
278, 285, 286, 287, 289 and 942. 

Pittman congratulated 22% of the 45 
total Central region crews for their adher- 
ence to safety measures. They are Crews 
Bd 2e1b8s-950553 193325336, 337; 396, 
368, and 389. 

In the South region, Battaglia praised 
Crews 400, 451, 476, 486 and 490, or 16% 
of the 31 total crews for their safety plus 
work methods. 


Geotechnical Engineering’s Jafar 
Fares and his wife Faida greeted Feras on 
February |. Big sisters Dalia and Deema 
are delighted about their 8 Ib., 11 oz. 
brother. 


Sr. Engineer Rangarao Sudhakara 
of the Bureau of Utilities recently received 
his second Master of Science degree from 
New Jersey Institute of Technology. 
Sudhakara earned his first master’s degree 
in Transportation Engineering and the 
current master’s in Computer Science. 

He also earned a programming certificate 
in Object Oriented Software Design from 
Neteiets 

Auditor I Donald Strizki recently 
passed the Uniform Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA) exam. An NJDOT 20- 
year veteran, Strizki currently performs 
audits of engineering firms (consultants). 
Passing the two-day, 16-hour exam 
expands his professional capabilities, as 
Strizki can now testify in court for the 
department. 
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Retirees 


Principal Right of Way Negotiator Anthony Germani retired Operations Central Road Maintenance retired after 27 years of 
after 32 years of service. Germani worked in the Project Manage- __ service; and Secretarial Assistant 2 Carol E. Sterling retired after 


ment section of Capital Program Management. Jessie Jones, 25 years of service in the Division of Transportation Systems 
Assistant Crew Supervisor of Highway Marking in Regional Planning. 
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Palmadessa, Frank Pierce, James J. Raperto, David J. Rauh, Ebert, Vit Fojtik, George A. Franz, Brian E. Geimer, George 

Marie Sener, Terence Shepherd, Steve Smolinski. Graner, Reynaldo Gulin, Wilfred A. Hector, Leslie P. Holley, 
Recipients of 10-year awards were Mike Pasternak and Mike Walter H. Hugg, Anthony Impellizeri, Robert L. Jackson, Robert 

Pilsbury of the Executive Director’s Office, Buildings & Matthews, William P. Matthews, William N. McCurdy, Ronald J. 


Grounds’ James L. Brown, Electrical Operations’ Kevin Addesso, Owens, Thomas A. Sawyer, James F. Sorenson, Vincent E. 
Mohammed Khan and Charles F. Robinson (retired) and Mainte- — Spagnola, David P. Sprague, Steven A. Stoll, Frederick M. 
nance and Equipment’s Jerome Cooper, Kenneth J. Daly, Brian Williams, Shazaliza Williams and William R. Zapata. 


Motorist praises Lynn Washington of ESP North 


At 7:30 a.m. on a cold February morning, Beth Ann Spinelli of Bridgewater found herself lost on I-287 with a flat tire that caused 
her vehicle to swerve off the road. The morning turned brighter as Emergency Service Patrol (North) employee Lynn Washington 
came along to assist. 

Within minutes, Washington changed the tire and Spinelli was on her way. “His help . . . eliminated a lot of stress from my 
disastrous morning. He was really extra courteous, professional and kind . . .I was very impressed with him and your service.” 


Get in shape, have fun and help others 


Mark April 26 on your calendar to join fellow NJDOTers for the March of Dimes WalkAmerica to raise money for programs that 
will help unborn and newborn babies. The walk at Mercer County Park will begin with warmup exercises, rest breaks with high energy 
snacks and a party at the finish line. Call Human Resources’ Karen Sulikowski at (609) 530-2954, Ericha Sinkfield (609) 530-2962, 
Lorraine Sweat (609) 530-2114 or Linda Whitaker (609) 530-6466 for more information. 


Kamin introduces historic plate 


The historic Trent House in Trenton was the appropriate scene for MVS 
Director C. Richard Kamin and NJ Historic Trust’s Donald R. Sanderson to 
introduce the new Discover NJ History license plate. Artist Harry Devlin’s (far 
left) original painting of a Victorian rowhouse provided the basis for the plate’s 
design. Monies from the sale of the plates will go into the Historic License Plate 
Preservation Fund to restore priceless historic buildings and save those 
artifacts and documents from obscurity. A set costs $50, plus an annual renewal 
fee of $10. Personalized plates are also available for $150 and a yearly $10 
renewal. For information call 1-888-486-3339. 


